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DECEASED -  LTJG David Marion CHRISTIAN, USNR, 674340/1315
attached to ATKRON 23 on bd USS MIDWAY (cva.41)

3 Juno 1965

Mr, and Mrs, Joss M. Christian . “ T
9642 Los Coches Road . \ : .
lokeside, California ._

« Dear Mr, ond Mrs, Christian,

iIt.is with a docp sense of personsl logs that I write to you today,
I knou, of course, that my feelings in no way comp pare with the grief you
both aro sufforing at the loss of youv' scn, Ploase accept the heartfeit
+ sympathy and condolences of all the officers and men of Attack Scouadron
TIEFIY-TMRES, To answer some of the questions I o sure you must have,

I would like to cxplein the circumstences as best I can,

Dave was flying his alrcerafd and accompanying me on an armed ro-
connaissance i‘light over North Viectnom, WYe departed the USS MIDWAY, in
tho Scuth China Sea, carly on 1’eancsdu] worning, 2 June 1965. We hed
beon briefed 1o deliver our wespons against-military targets in the
cocstal area bebweon Vinh and Thanh I‘ou in North Victname About ten
miles south of Thenh Hoa we discovered & complex radar instellation ene . R
trenched on top of a hill, Ue began attacking with rockets, Dave, on '
his firss run; got a direct hit on an exbrencly difficult terget in a
W ' narrou, deep reveiment, efi‘ecta.vely destroying that nortlon of the in-
iMoo gtalla 't:l.on. _

ey A5 This time we noticed that the target was being defended by
oL automatic weepons and Dave wisely mede his second run on an easterly
- hedtding toward the coast, the shoritest direction to the "friendly®
enviroment of the sea, I was rolling in for my third run and had
- . Dave in sight pulling oul of his sccond attack vhen he called that he
~ had been hit by ground fire and his engine had "flamed-out®, His air— . . . o
- craft begon trailing flames as Dave used his speed to gein altitude and -~ - o
began a glide for the coast five miles awvay. The bullet hod apparently RS
: severcd the main fuel line cutting off fue" to uhe engine and caus:.ng
. the flanes boeneath his a_rcrai‘t.. L Bt S :

: D’*ve stuck with hig plane, }\axzdlinc' thca glide beautifully.

Troiling closely behind him, I momentarily lost sight of him as he |
©.oon . passed thmugh a cloud at the coast line bubt picked him up again on B |
. -+ the otherside as he "gtretched® his glide out to sca, &% this tine _ .
he was very low and I called for him to cject, but I am sure he had ;

aJ....cady lost use of his radio. Ue were vnder low dark clouds, and
in the reduced visibility I believe I did see his ejection seat lecave ‘/

SR the eircraft moments before his plene hit the uauer. However, no
G par‘_.clmte was u:.bhte& - - o e

C.0.'s 1ltr to parents
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A propsllor driven fel Sipyiailer wirerofd with four croumaon
abhoaxd 31::0_ beon on tho sceme whitc we vero athocking the rolur #

wnd T'Cul‘CvC': ne Dilwclg
»oasibly havo u;*w.r' fo

e <
o fody 43 i

sizht cnd aided me in scarching @b
fiisht nath for ony el ; thet ho i

Shor tiy w0 wero joined by cn &ophibious scarch .md TCocw
‘oard other A-1ts bub iv bucl:e lJ___n:ul";-,r obvious ohatl du.u"u hid 200
govived, Cur A-l Ekyroider $hot n.:ul beon with us fren the bes
gimning ves noliing a lm-;, scarching pass along the beach when he
too was struck by ground fire, crash od and oxploacd, IHliing 2ll
four creumon cboard.

Your son was cxircnely well liked and aduired by both the
P : officers and men of his sguodron. Ilo s h:‘l.g}ﬂy regarded fox his
'_ : ability as on officer and as o combat aviator. MHe may have mche
. tioned his assigomont as the Line Division Officer, a crivical eid
by dononding function in the cperation of job aireraft aboard an ab.ack
carrior, s perfomance in that position wes truly oubstonding. . IT
uas o great reassurcnce to mysclf and the other pilots to know ot
through Davols leadership and depoadabllity our airerats were &1‘;‘(.'.})":‘
properly scrviced ond ready bofors cach flighi,

O*"i'y' last weck CDR Ming, the scusdrorn cuccubive efficer, cnd I
: tiore discussing how forturcic ve had been te havv Dove cssizned o
- i:!- = -~

P sru\..dro“. Ve have combinmally menticned this with regand vo Iic
' ' s an aviator, but on this particular occasion we were reviguing
c.v::luau:'.o"z reoorts on all ca'z.'l.'_stc personnel which hod becn pros
. tho scuadron divigion officers. Davels keen sense of percepiicn, :
judgenent, ond ability 0 epress himgelf in writing were reflected in
the menifestly supcrior quality of his reports. This U“S jus» another

- -

exomple of Dave's imnate ability ond treacndous potential

L R —

Dave played a vikal pert as oo attack pilot here in the Victnom
ercz. The responsibilitics he hed and hic abillty to shouider these ro-
300*151;3113.‘1,:.(35 contribtuted directiy o nmeinteining the ficedeon our couniry
susports b 'mughout tHo world. Ycu con be Jjustly proud of the woy Sowe

served his counury‘.

5
3.
Ve
4

Ve will hold o meroricl scrvice for your son and our shipmabe on
{ . . . Sunday, & June 1965,0on board UES MIDWAY while steaming in the Soz.un Chirc
S Sea. The service, Following the custons and troditions of the nz )
e © service, will allow the 3,600 mon aboard USS MIDMAY and, nore ‘-"‘“O\..:L.."‘Cu.ll:,-’,
the officers and men of A*otac.: Soum:on TENTY-THIEE to offer thoir re-
speets for Davc.

[ - ' As your son's Commanding Cfficer I wish to ensure all yom* %
: regarding this tragcdy are ...'q vercds 1T there arc any detod ._15 wou vl
%o have amplified j alo se contact me by letier, Urlortunctely, Ziing hoone
ot sea did mot allow mo to telcphone nor to pcr.,onul.uy talle w23 Fou.
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I have roecivoed o nes

<

gympethy for your grezt loss.
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Sincerely,

Y

sape from Vico Admiral Paul P.
Comnander Seveath Fleeh, rogucsiing thet his condolonces bo p&ss"’
you and Dowels shipmates. Onee arein may T also express

dohn R. DEVEHT TER, Jre
Camander, U S. Havy

Conmarding Officar

phack Squadron THENIY-THIED

"BLACIBUE

Wy hcaz'tfolu
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