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Susmary: (C) This report contains general information on the observation of Hrers L3200}
a downed US aircraft in which the five-men crew allegedly perished. The obser-
vation was made in early June 1965. 2) In addition, this report has limited in- . -
: formation concerning a cave which was under circumstances on the Tho Trug g
Hamlet, in Than Hoa/ Province, North Vietnam.
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a. The following observation were made by Source in early June, 65
(calendar reference), At approximately 1100 hours, on a clear sunny day,
when Source was on his way home from the nearby fields where he worked on
colvert construction, the sighting took place.

b. At the time referred above, Source said four aircraft (which he
identified form photos as being A-1Es) approaching him at an altitude of
approximately 1000 meters. They were flying northeast toward the Gulf of
Tonkin, (ED: They were probably naval aircraft returning to their carrier
from bombing missions over North Vietnam.) Source stated the aircraft were
flying in a box formation, two in front and two in back. Suddenly, the air-
craft in the right front position started to trail smoke, flipped over and
started losing altitude rapidly. (ED: The aircraft was probably hit while
over the target, since Source did not hear any shooting in the immediate
area.) Although the aircraft hit falling out of formation, the remaining
three aircraft continued their flight in the seas direction. The smoking
aircraft crashed approximately 500 meters from source. No chutes were seen
during the aircrafts fall. (Source is next to Figure No 1 which shows
the approximate location of the downed aircraft).

c. The aircraft exploded on impact in an open field. Its nose section
was burred. Instantly, Source attempted to run toward the scene of the crash
but he was deterred by exploding ammunition. Source got as close as 200
meters to the aircraft while it burned. He saw no signs of life and assumed
the crew had perished. Form the time Source first saw the aircraft trailing
smoke to the time It hit the ground, approximately two minutes elapsed.

Since the aircraft was burning, Source departed the scene and returned at
1700 the same day.

d. When Source returned at 1700 hours, he saw the site of the crashed
aircraft being guarded by local military. A large crowd of people from the
surrounding area had assembled. The militia prepared a team to look at the
crashed plane to recover the remains.

warn the people they should not linger, since American aircraft might
return to bomb the area. However, most of the people did not leave the area



and no American aircraft returned. Source came as close to two meters to
the wreck. He saw the rest of the aircraft buried to a depth of approx-
imately five meters. Except for the tail, the rest of the fuselage was
completely buried. The tail was blue with a red line. There was a number
on the tail, but Source was unable to recall it. Both wings of the air-
craft were broken off and lay in pieces near the aircraft. Source looked
in to the cockpit, and saw what seemed to be four burned bodies slumped over
in a heap. (ED: Source identified the aircraft as being an A-1E. It is
possible that it could have been a different type of aircraft, or that he
was uncertain about the four bodies, however, the radio announced that five
bodies were later recovered from the wreck.) After approximately 30 minutes,
Source departed the scene. Source did not know if the downed plane was Navy
or Air Force.

c. The next morning a truck picked up the larger pieces of the wreckage
and towed them away. The four bodies were buried approximately 300 meters
rear of the point of impact. They were buried under a tall tree in four
separate, simple dirt graves without any religious sign or markers. Five
days later, they uncovered the engine of the aircraft. During this recovery,
Source indicates that one more body was taken from the wreck and was interned
near the other four graves. People in the area recall a great deal of the
incident. Some villages managed to cut rubber pieces of the aircraft’s
tires for Ho Chi Mon sandals. People speculated that the aircraft was
probably hit by AARA fire from a battery located in the Thanh Hoa mountains.
WG799762, 194050N/1054500E). Source was unable to identify the type of
AAA. Location of the burial place is indicated on Figure No 1 (WG921815;
194343E/1055245E).

d. Approximately six days after the crash of the aircraft, the local
radio announced the downing of an American aircraft and the loss of five
crew members. Ten days later, seven or eight people came to the area in two
passenger cars. Source stated that the people belonged to an international
correspondence. He state that among them were two Caucasians, one Russian
and others of western ethnicity. In addition, Chinese and North Viet-
namese officials were present. They were all dressed in civilian clothes.
Each visitor carried a camera. They asked the village chief to assign
some men to uncover the graves of the dead Americans. A team was assembled,
and the graves opened. The foreigners took photos of the corpses and the
planes. The corpses were again buried in the same place and manner as
before. Source witnessed only that arrival of the visitors; Villagers later
told him of the dictatorial and pictures taken. Source had no further
information on the downed aircraft.
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