1998-0029-F; 2019-1613-S

|
Originally Processed With FOIA(s): FOIA Number:

FOIA

MARKER

This is not a textual record. This is used as an
administrative marker by the George Bush Presidential
Library Staff.

S

Record Group/Collection: George H.W. Bush Presidential Records
Collection/Office of Origin:  National Security Council

Series: Jackson, Karl, Files

Subseries: Subject Files

OA/ID Number: CF00758
Folder ID Number: CF00758-023

Folder Title:
POW/MIA 1991

Section: Position:




i R S S R e o =t e R SR e PR Al

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet

(George Bush Library)

Doc. No. / Type Subject/Title Date Restriction Classification
oFPEN
H+—Memo———From Peter-S—Watsen-to-George-Van-Eron; Re: POW/MIA —274791 M -
~Gerrespundence Proeedures—2ppo)—
Page 1 of 1

Collection:

Record Group:
Office:

Series:
Subseries:
WHORM Cat.:

File Location:

Bush Presidential Records
National Security Council
Jackson, Karl, Files
Subject Files

POW/MIA 1991

Pinksheet Number:
OA/ID Number:
Date Closed:
FOIA/Sys Case #:
Re-review Case #:

MMO047
CF00758-020
5/28/1998
1998-0029-F

P-2/P-5 Review Case #:

Processed by: McKenzie Morse
Processed by:
Processed by:




SENATE REQUEST FOR RECORDS RELATED TO POW/MIAs
7

DOCUMENT/FILE

DATE RETRIEVED BY

COMMENTS: |

DOCUMENT REVIEW
REVIEWED BY

RELEVANT or

COMMENTS:

COPY REQUIREMENT YES NO (CIRCLE ONE)
TOTAL DONE DATE
COMMENTS :

RETURNED TO NSC

FILED BY DATE

. COMMENTS:



UNCLASSIFIED RECORD ID: 9100237
NSC/S PROFILE RECEIVED: 10 JAN 91 16

TO: PRESIDENT

FROM: MILLER, CLARENCE E DOC DATE: 18 DEC 90
SOURCE REF: 199960

KEYWORDS: USSR CHINA P R
POWS ‘ MIAS
Co

PERSONS: GORBACHEV, MIKHAIL S

SUBJECT: URGES PRES TO RAISE THE POW / MIA QUESTION FM WW II & KOREAN WAR
W/ PRES GORBACHEV DURING FEB 1991 SUMMIT IN MOSCOW

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO FOR SCOWCROFT DUE DATE: 14 JAN 91 STATUS: S
STAFF OFFICER: BURNS LOGREF:
FILES: WH NSCP: CODES :

DOCUMENT DISTRIBUTION

FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR _INFO
BURNS LAMPLEY GOMPERT
HAYDEN
JACKSON
PAAL
ROSTOW
SITTMANN
COMMENTS:
DISPATCHED BY DATE BY HAND W/ATTCH
OPENED BY: NSJWD CLOSED BY: DOC 1 OF 1

UNCLASSIFIED




V)T S L)

JOHN MILLER COMMITTEES
15T DISTRICT. WASHINGTON FOREIGN AFFAIRS
SUBCOMMITTEES
1406 LONGWORTH BUILDING ==
WASHINGTON DC 20515 ' HUMAN mgms AND
(202) 225-6311 ’ NTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Congress of the nited States
AND TRADE
19351 EIGHTH AVENUE
POULSBO WA 98370 ; MERCHANT MARINE AND
20216973112 BHouse of Representatives FISHERIES
ME?):;;“DZAVV\/E::EB‘«S\‘J“IJ\M ’ SUBCOMMITTEES
(206) 672-4224 wasf]lﬂgton, EQE 20515 FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
(800) q22-5521 AND THE ENVIRONMENT
rMJZU%L December 18, 1990 MERCHANT MARINE
g

J /
R

1o 0237

President George Bush
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I applaud your recent efforts to assist the Soviets with
humanitarian aid, and I am encouraged by our expanding relationship
with the Soviet Union. However, I am disappointed with the current
efforts being made by your office, the Department of State, and the
Defense Intelligence Agency regarding American prisoners-of-war and
those missing-in-action (POW/MIA) from World War II, the Korean
Conflict, and the ensuing Cold War.

After reading numerous declassified federal documents, I have
concluded that American soldiers may have been detained in prisons and
labor camps in the Soviet Union and China. In the past year, I have
communicated with federal agencies hoping to determine the ultimate
fate of these thousands of American who are still unaccounted for.

Specifically, I wrote you on October 3, 1990, requesting that you
ask Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev to respond to charges that
American prisoners-of-war after World War II and the Korean Conflict
were held, and may still be held, in the Soviet Union. On October 15,
1990, I received a cursory reply from your Assistant on Legislative
Affairs, Mr. Frederick McClure. Furthermore, in your recent meeting
with Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze, apparently the
POW/MIA topic was once again not raised.

I understand you will be meeting with President Gorbachev in
Moscow in February, 1991. I urge you to raise the POW/MIA question
with President Gorbachev during this summit, and I would appreciate a
specific response on your plans for this issue.

In this age of glasnost, I do not see any political jeopardy in
simply asking the Soviets for information. The families of our
missing servicemen, as well as the American public, have waited
decades for answers regarding their loved ones, and I believe this
matter can suffer no further delay.

Yours truly,

Thtlvo

John Miller
Member of Congress

JM:ac
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January 3, 1991

Dear Congressman Miller:

On behalf of the President, I want to thank you for your recent
letter regarding American POWs and MIAs from World War II, the
Korean Conflict, and the Cold Wwar.

We appreciate your contacting us again to share your concern that
American soldiers may have been detained in prisons and labor
camps in the Soviet Union and China and to request that the
President raise this issue during his next meeting with Mikhail
Gorbachev. I have forwarded your correspondence to the
President's foreign policy advisors and have asked that they
respond to your letter directly.

Thank you again for your interest in writing.
With best regards,

Sincerely,

Frederick D. McClure
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The Honorable John Miller
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

FDM:SLM:

bcec: w/ copy of inc to NSC - for direct response
bcc: w/ copy of inc to Dept. of State - FYI
bcc: w/ copy of inc to Dept. of Defense - FYI




A 2 ID# 199960

THE WHITE HOUSE
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET
INCOMING

DATE RECEIVED: DECEMBER 21, 1990

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE JOHN MILLER

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO RAISE THE POW/MIA
QUESTION FROM WORLD WAR II AND THE KOREAN

WAR WITH PRESIDENT GORBACHEV DURING THE
FEB 91 SUMMIT IN MOSCOW

ACTION DISPOSITION
ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD
FREDERICK MCCLURE ORG 90/12/21 ?/m 6'&/17_//_0_3 1C

ERRAL NOTE:
il Vam Q1N 4%
N CST[RE SYREAR AN S A
~ - REFERRAL NOTE: L e oo
29 05 = ZUIUZ _ C u/alesgg
& < o~y REFERRAL NOTE: 1
LT e - SVQVQ9___ Calal/my
REFERRAL NOTE: o7 C
A A
REFERRAL NOTE:
COMMENTS :
ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 1240
MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C)

khkhkhkkdhhkhkhkhhkhhkhkhhhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhhhhhkhhdhdhhhkhhhhhkhkhhdhhhhhhkhhhhhhhhhd

*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION *OUTGOING ®
= . *CORRESPONDENCE: *
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS *
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER *
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED x CODE = A L
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF %
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC¥* * OUTGOING *
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * *
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE ® » ¥
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * *
P P P T T ey

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE
(ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT-2590

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS
MANAGEMENT.



7\ { g
Lawyers Committee ﬂ}'j L. g
- W e A
for Human Rights :

/Y’(
1\;N£" v 'Vﬁ%,/l /){\16

March 14, 1991

330 SEVENTH AVENUE, 10TH FLOOR N
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001

(212) 629-6170

TELEX: 5106005783

(LCHRNYC)

FAX: (212) 967-0916

Michael H. Posner, Executive Director
William G. O’Neill, Deputy Director
Arthur C. Helton, Director, Refugee Project

Dr. Karl Jackson

Special Assistant to the President
Senior Director for Asian Affairs
National Security Council

Room 493

01ld Executive Office Building

17th and Pennsylvania Avenues, N.W.
Washington, DC 20506

Dear Karl:

In furtherance of our discussion last week, enclosed is a
proposal to establish a coordinating and data collection
mechanism to assess compliance with the screening and review
procedures under the Comprhensive Plan of Action, as well as to
monitor the conditions in which Vietnamese asylum seekers are
held in the region. I am sending a copy also to Peter Watson,
and will seek to follow up with Nancy Berg Dyke shortly.

Regards,

Arthur C. Helton

cc: Peter Watson, Esq.
Director of Asian Affairs
National Security Council

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Marvin E. Frankel, Chairman

Kenneth R. Feinberg

Jo Backer Laird

James R. Silkenat

Floyd Abrams R. Scott Greathead R. Todd Lang Rose Styron

M. Bernard Aidinoff Deborah M. Greenberg Charles Lister Telford Taylor
Robert L. Bernstein Lani Guinier Stanley Mailman Jay Topkis

Tom A. Bernstein Harold R. Handler Charles McC. Mathias Sigourney Weaver
Charles Breyer Louis Henkin Bernard Nussbaum Ruth Wedgwood
Michael I. Davis Robert D. Joffe Barrington D. Parker, Jr. Lois Whitman
Drew S. Days, |II Robert E. Juceam Bruce Rabb William D. Zabel
Adrian W. DeWind Lewis B. Kaden Barbara A. Schatz Selig Zises

Norman Dorsen
Fr. Robert F. Drinan

Rhoda Karpatkin
Nancy Kuhn

Steven R. Shapiro
Jerome J. Shestack

COUNSEL
Susan Berkwitt-Malefakis



Proposal to Establish U.S. Government Fact-Finding,
Data Collection and Policy-Coordination Mechanisms
to Assess Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan of Action
Concerning Indochinese Refugees

It is clear that there is no systematic mechanism within the
U.S. government to undertake fact-finding, data collection and
policy coordination on certain issues of compliance by
governments that are the subject of the Comprehensive Plan of
Action (CPA) concerning Indochinese Refugees established in
Geneva in 1989. For example, systematic data is not available
concerning the quality of screening and review determinations in
the procedures that have been established in the region, as well
as the conditions under which Vietnamese and Lao asylum seekers

are held pending and subsequent to determination.

In particular, there is some concern that the status
determination procedures are unfairly rejecting bona fide
refugees, as reflected in a recent judicial review decision in a
Hong Kong court. There are also reports of onerous and
deteriorated conditions in the camps and detention facilities in
which Vietnamese are held. The office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees has monitoring and protection
responsibilities in the region, but limited resources constrain

systematic data collection.

To achieve a systematic data collection effort with a view

toward well-informed and comprehensive policy-making, an inter-




agency policy coordinating committee should be established in
Washington on issues of CPA compliance. A critical adjunct to
this coordinating activity would be the tasking of a team of
individuals or consultants in the region who would be in a
position to assess the quality and accuracy of screening and
review procedures, as well as to report upon the conditions in
which asylum seekers are held in camps. Coordination with
responsible non-governmental organizations should also be

considered.



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
February 28, 1991

Cindy: Peter Watson has further
guidance re POW/MIA mail.

If we receive mail re POW/MIA
addressed to the President, forward
it to Charlie Horvath, Presidential
Corres., Room 80.

If addressed to Jackson or Watson,

continue to forward to DOD via
Secretariat.

Patty



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

04-Feb-1991 14:23 EDT

-CONFIDENTIAE

MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

George Van Eron ( VANERON )

Peter S. Watson
(WATSON)

POW/MIA Corrospondence Proceedures

As you and I have discussed, both Karl and I have recently been
on the receiving end of a fairly steady stream of mail re the
POW/MIA issue -- especially dealing with the subject of
normalization of relations with Vietnam.

Subsequent to our conversation, I have discussed this situation
with Bill Sittmann, W.H. Special Correspondence, State and DoD.
Bill confirms that ongoing NSC policy prohibits staff from
personally replying to this correspondence, and definitely wants
it referred to the operative agencies. In this regard, DoD
remains the Executive Agent for this issue, and Bill advises that
mail should be forwarded to them for direct reply.

DoD advises that their point of referral for such correspondence
from us is: Col. Cliff Stanley

Advisor, POW/MIA Affairs

EAP/EAPR

Pentagon 4C839

In the event that DoD determines that certain correspondence
should be better answered by State, they will forward it to them
directly, i.e. it will not sent back here for rerouting to State.
Bill Sittmann advises that the exception to this process is mail
regarding POW/MIA matters involving the Gulf. Mail on that issue
is being handled by Sandy Charles, and is being dealt with on a
case-by-case basis.

In conclusion, and as I understand your instruction to me, when
we get POW/MIA mail, we should send it down to the Secretariat
with a note attached to the effect: " POW/MIA -- please direct to
DoD", and your office will send it to Col. Stanley. (In that
regard, I am sending you some recent mail Karl and I have
received).

Please advise me if you have any questions. Many thanks for your
assistance.

DECLASSIFIED

PER NSC WAIVER, August 6, 2010
By __NARA, Dated/a/zele




CC: Karl Jackson ( JACKSON )
CC: Patty A. Daniel ( DANIEL )
CC: Cynthia M. Hindle ( HINDLE )
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 12, 1991
NOTE FOR BILL SITTMANN: \
The attached resolution by the Senate

\
is for your information. No action |
by the President is required.

v _—
Pé:llip D. ' -

Thanks.

Brady



WALTER J. STEWART SUITE S-208
THE CAPITOL

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-7100
(202) 224-3622

SECRETARY

Anited States Senate

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
9! FE:,? ’2 ol I TN
Y I - KJ

February 7, 1991

The President
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

In accordance with Section 2 of S. Res. 51, I am transmitting a copy of the
resolution adopted by the United States Senate on February 6, 1991.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Ck) Sincerely.
Walter J. Stewart

Enclosure




102d Congress
1st Session

In the Senate of the United States

February 6, 1991

Whereas almost 16 years have passed since the end of the Vietnam war;

Whereas the Senate, in a resolution adopted on May 1, 1987, called upon the
Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to “release the remaining
prisoners held as a result of their previous association with the Government of
South Vietnam prior to 1975” and to permit prisoners to join their families abroad;

Whereas during the past three years the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam has released significant numbers of political prisoners from
“re-education camps” and has permitted many former prisoners to join their
families abroad; and

Whereas at least 150 officials of the former Government of South Vietnam
nonetheless remain in “re-education camps” in Vietnam, and thousands of former
prisoners still have been unable to reunite with their families in the United States
and elsewhere: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate that--

(1) the Government of.the Socialist Republic of Vietnam should
continue to release the remaining political prisoners held as a result of their
previous association with the Government of South Vietnam prior to 1975;

(2) the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam should permit
the expeditious departure of those former prisoners wishing to depart
Vietnam; and

(3) the President and the Secretary of State should continue to give
highest priority to efforts to speed and facilitate the reunion of former
prisoners with their families in the United States.

Sec. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this resolution
to the President.

YL

) Ak Attest: o a—' e

Secretary.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

e

TO:

FROM: ANTONIO BENEDI
Deputy Director for Scheduling
Office of Presidential Appointments
and Scheduling




Joseph W. Hagin II January 9, 1991 STIPR:
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Appointments & Scheduling L
The White House . o
1600 Pa. Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

RE: 10-Soviets will be in Washington, D.C. on May 9-10 1991,
who want to meet with the White House on Prisoners of War.

Dear Joe,

Attached is a list of 10-Soviets who will be in Washington,
D.C. on May 9-10, 1991.

They will bring with them, information they have collected
from officials of Vietnam and Laos on Americans missing in
Southeast Asia.

They are seeking the .United States assistance, with the
mujahidin, in accounting for missing Soviets.

I am seeking your assistance in putting together a deal,
where high level White House involvment can receive:

a) The information on U.S. MIA's, from the Soviets.
b) The request for assistance on Soviet MIA's.
Please review the attachment:

1) My letter to Condoleezza Rice on October 19, 1990.

2) The State Departments responce, for you, on December 13.
3) My letter to the Director of DIA on October 19, 1990.

4) The DIA responce on December 10.

5) Two news stories on the Soviet deal on POW's (part 1 & 2)
6) A review of Soviet Press, access to MIA information.

Your assistance in evaluating this alternative, and placing
the information before the appropriate decision makers for
official consideration and appropriate responce will be
appreciatedy-

Sincerely,

Fore L e o
Michael Van Atta (201)701-0238
P. 0. Box 302

Chatham, N.J. 07928
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J. Thomas Burch, Jr.

Chairman

John J. Molloy, Jr.
Edward \V. Rogers
Britt Small

Vice Chairmen

William Bennett
General Secretary

John R. Holland
Chief of Staff

Board of Directors

William Bennett

Michael Booth

J. Thomas Burch, Jr.

Sibley Cooley

Tony Demond
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VIETNAM VETERANS COALITION

Post Office Box 9504
Washington, D.C. 20016
(202) 338 NVVC

TO: Coalition Officers
and Board Members

FROM: J. Thomas Burch, Jr.
Chairman

DATE: November 23, 1990

RE: Soviet/Afghan Visit to U.S.

April 26 - May 10, 1990

1) Enclosed for your
aqgonda for thoe viwlit ol
Lho Unltod fHtaten

information is the
Soviet /AN ghan volorans in

2) Ao e b wvd tw the toanwlat bon ol Lhe
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A Lonn POW's.,

wino the bude Chooo mombuory of
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the Soviet Press.

JTB/dmr



The composition of the delegation.

1. valerii Nikolaevich Ochirov (b. March 24, 1951),
people's deputy of the USSR, vice chalrman of the Committee of
the USSR Supreme Soviet on defense and state seccurity; Hero of

the Soviet Union; colonel.

2. Pavel Vladimiorvich Shet'ko (b. November 12, 1962),
people's deputy of the USSR; chairman of the Supreme Soviet
committee on internationalist combatants.

3. valerii Viktorovich Skripchenko (b. February 14, 1952),
people's deputy of the Russian Republic and the Sverdlovsk
Provincial legislature; vice chairman of the executive committee
of the Sverdlovsk legislative; representative of the chairman of
the Supreme Soviet of the Russian Republic B.N. Yeltsin.

4. Mikhail Petrovich Goryunov (b. May 9, 1960), chairman
of the Urals International Fund of Veterans of Afghanistan, first
secretary of the district Komsomol for Sverdlovsk.

5. Aleksandr Aleksandrovich Kotenyev (b. September 9,
1952), chairman of the Union of Afghanistan Veterans.

6. Anatolii Georgevich Sokolov (b. May 23, 1959), director
of the program "Ural-Vostok" (Urals-East), for the Urals
Interfond.

y Mikhail Borisovich Leshchinskii (b. April 16, 1945),
political commentator for USSR radio-TV (For several years he
directed the reporting from Afghanistan).

8. Boris Bogdanovich Romanenko (b. July 1, 1952),
technician for USSR radio-TV).

9. Pavel Leonidovich Kozlov (b. April 22, 1962), member of
the board of directors, Urals Interfond, doctor.

10. Svetlana Vadimovna Aishpor (b. January 19, 1961),
representative of the Urals Interfond, employee of the Trade and

Industry Chamber.

With regards.

Mikhail Goryunov
Chalrman of tho
Urala Intarnatlional Fund of Vetoranns

of Afghaniuntan




Concerning the Visit of the Supreme Soviet
Delegation to the USA

Dear Thomas

We sincerely thank you for this enormous work on behalf of
our common interests, which you have carried out since the
departure of your delegation and for the preparatory work for our
visit to the USA.

We are transmitting to you the composition of our
delegation. Our delegation is a delegation representing the
members of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and the Russian
Republic, and includes the Vice Chalrman of the USSR Supreme
goviet Committee on defense and state security, the chairman of
USSR Supreme Soviet committce on internationalist combatants, a
representative of the Russian parliament, leaders of the Afghan
veterans' movement and a group from the USSR state radio-TV.

The chairman of the Supreme Soviet would like to transmit a
letter of greeting in his official capacity to Vice President
Quayle, president of the United States Senate. We would like you
to assist us in organizing a meeting with Vice President Quayle.
Wwe think that it would be a good followup to the meetings of the
delegation of the National Vietnam Veterans Coalition of the USA
with Premier Ryzhkov, his first deputy premier, the commander-in-
chief of the ground forces and other officials in July 1990.

As soon as possible you will recolive a linl of Soviets POWs
and MIAs (335 poople). In the near future, V.N. Ochirov must
rocolve Information on Amorican PFOWs from the Councll of
Mintsters, Lhe Minlatry of Datonne and the topronontative of the
Lao and Vietnamoso ombasslon. | anked him for that (matorial) in
a mooting In tho Kromlin and contracted o hin participatlon in
tho work of tho Jolnt(?7) committew for the Liborat Lon ol POWs.

I havae an fnterowt bng poeocpoai b o o o Wo 1ocelved
permlssion Lo ustablish vn hoviet etate radio 1Y, a Ltoluvinlon

hookup between Moscow and Washlngton or l.os Angoloes between
December 1990 and April 1991. Two hours of air time will cost
$26,000. If you are interested in the hookup idca, we could
start work on attracting advertising sponsors to carry out the
project. We could attract government lcaders, lecading
politicians and prominent (private citlzen) actlvists. As a
result thereof, our common activities and the problems of
veterans might become more significant and unifying for our
peoples.



NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS COALITION
Post Office Do 0504
Washington, D.C. 20016
(202) 338 NVVC

J. Thomas Barch, Jr.
Choirman

Joda ). Melloy, Jr.
Edward W. Rogers
Britt Small

Vice Chairmen

Willam Beasett

AFGHAN VET TOUR - 1991

TENTATIVE AGENDA

General Sccretery
Joha R Hollaed Comments:
Chief of Sieff
Board of Directors Fri April 26 Arrive Los Angeles Probably
arrive
Willlam Beasett late
afternoon
Michacl Booth sat April 27 Los Angeles
5. Thomas Burch. Jr. Sun April 28 Los Angeles
Mon April 29 Los Angeles
sy Coskr Tye  April 30 Depart Los Angeles, Probably
Tosy Diamoed arrive T\;lsa arrive
’ late
Lamoat C. Gastos afternoon
Y. L. (Teak) Lasferd Wed May 1 Tulsa
Maortla ). Marjere Thur May 2 n"“'““' Tulnana, Probably
atrrive Tllinols arrive
Joha ). Melley, Jn mid-
Thesdecs (Ted) ). Morttone afLorrnoon
Fl'l Ma\y 3 N"o\l' "l“‘k’l’l'ﬂ. |||,
Brove (Do) Ribmer tal  May 1 Dopart for lakw Uonoava, Wi
| oo Rom Man May ' Helurn Lo Chiloago
Mibodl Voo Ate Mon - May " teloe
fue Hay | oy, o\ 1 ag o, artlym Wanh.
Wed May 8 Wanhingtun
Thur May 9 Washington
Fri May 10 Depart Wash. for Moscow

September

15, 1990
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December 13, 1990

Dear Mr. Van Atta:

Thank you for your letler of Oclober 19 concerning your
recent trip to the Soviet Union, and f(or forwarding a copy of
the letter you wrote to the President on July 27. I am
replying on behalf of Condoleeza Rice of the National Security
Council staff.

The issue of Soviet prisoners of war in Afghanistan is a
humanitarian one. When he visited Moscow in June of 1988, then
President Reagan publicly said that the U.S. would be willing
to assist in gaining the release of Soviet prisoners. We have
repeatedly urged Afghan Resistance leaders to release the
Soviet prisoners of war they hold, and expressed our view that
all parties should abide by the relevant international
conventions. We are encouraged by some indications that the
Soviets are discussing this issue directly with the Afghan
Resistance. Although the Soviel:s have promised to press the
Afghan regime for information on ujahidin prisoners, the
information has not been provided. The Resistance is unlikely
to release Soviet prisoners without reciprocal moves by the
Afghan regime.

President Bush fully shares your concern for Americans who
are missing and unaccounted for. The U.S. Government is
committed to the return of anyone who may still be held
captive, and to obtaining the most complete accounting possible
for those still missing.

Sincerely,

Mol Vot

Alexander Vershbow
Director
Office of Soviet Union Affairs

Michael Van Atta
P.O. Box 302
Chatham, N.J. 07928




Condoleozza Ricoe Octabea 19, 1990

National Scecurity Council
/o The Whitbeo o

1600 Pa, Ave, MW,
Washinglon, h,c, 20500

Dear Condoleezza,

I made a trip to the Soviet Union (July-10 to July-24) to
try and get the Soviets to account [or U.S. MIA's and POW's
from the Vietnam War.

In exchange for their help we tryed Lo put together a deal
where we would seek to get the release of Soviet POW's in
the hands of the mujahideen.

Attached is a letter that I sent to President George Bush on
July 27, 1990, to which no response has yet been recieved.

I turn to you for assistance in contacting some of the
mujahideen leaders that you are in contact with, to get this
deal started. If you can help me get 1-Soviet POW released,
the Soviets, who are in contact with me, will locate and
secure the release of l-live Amcrican, who is missing from
the Vietnam War.

Please help.
Sincerely,

Michael Van Atta (201)701-0238

P. 0. Box 302
Chatham, N.J. 07928




DEFENSE INTELLIGIEENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, [ ¢ 01490

U-1420/POW-MIA 10 DEC 1990

Mr. Michael Van Atta
P.0. Box 302
Chatham, NJ 07928

Dear Mr. Yan Atta:

You letter to the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency has been
forwarded to the Special Office for Prisoners of War and Missing in Action
for response.

We appreciate your personal endeavor on behalf of the Soviet POWs in
Afghanistan and the U.S. unaccounted for in Indochina. However, experience
has proven that direct government to government negotiations offer the best
means of success in resolving the POW/MIA issue and regretfully, we are
unable to assist in your efforts.

Thank you for your concern.

Sincerely,

el E Ll

CHARLES F. TROWBRIDGE, JR.

Deputy Chief

Special Office for Prisoners
of War and Missing in Action




Lt. Gencral Uarry Soystor October 19, 1990
Director D.I.A.

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 201301

Dear General Soyslero,

I made a trip to the Soviet Union (July-10 to July-24) to
try and get the Soviets to account for U.S. MIA's and POW's
from the Vietnam War.

In exchange for their help we tryed to, put together a deal
where we would seek to get the release of Soviet POW's in
the hands of the mujahideen.

Attached is a letter that I sent to President George Bush on
July 27, 1990, to which no response has yet been recieved.

I turn to you for assistance in contacting some of the
mujahideen leaders that you are in contact with, to get this
deal started. If you can help me get l1-Soviet POW released,
the Soviets, who are in contact with me, will locate and
secure the release of l-live American, who is missing from
the Vietnam War.

Please help.
Sincerely,

Michael Van Atta (201)701-0238
P. O. Box 302
Chatham, N.J. 07928
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Chatham man bargains
withSoviets for POW'’s

By JENNIE RUSSOMANDO

Editor's Note: Part Two of a two-
part series. In the Nov. 7 issue of
the Independent Press, it was
reported that Chatham resident
Mike Van Atta and nine members of
the National Vietnam Veterans
Coalition met with Soviet officials
to arrange for the release of
American  Prisoners of War
(POW's) of the Vietnam conflict.
Mr. Van Atta’s group travelled to
the Soviet Union and testified
before the Supreme Soviet, provid-
ing evidence of prisoners still in
captivity. They attended five addi-

tional meetings with military,
political and  Soviet veterans
officials.

CHATHAM — Every ycar for
necarly a decade, there have been
100 reported sightings of Amcrican
POW’s still being held in Victnam.
“Every year sincc 1981, we have
rececived 100 accounts of these
guys. They’re alive, and we haven’t
done anything about it,” Mr. Van
Aua said. In additon to being a
member of the board of directors of
the National Vietnam Vcicrans
Coaltion, he is a part of a rcscarch
group called The Insiders. The
group was formed to find evidence
of POW’s still in captivity.

“These eyewitnesses have passed
polygraph tests. They’ve been able
to provide names and photos of

these prisoners. They’ve also becn

able to draw sketches of some of
them,” Mr. Van Atta said. They arc
former guards, food scrvicc per-
sonnel and doctors who have scen
them in captivity, according to him.

Mr. Van Aua’s group prescnted
this information along with othcr
documentation to the Sovict Con-
gress, persuading the govcming
body to enter into a prisoncr cx-
change agreement. Under the terms
of the agreement, Sovict officials
arc 10 negotiate with the
Vietnamese for the relcasc of 73
American POW’s. In cxchangc,
American officials arc to ncgotiatc
with the Mujahideen, the group
responsible for holding Sovict cap-
tives of the Soviet-Afghanistan
conflict, to negotiate the rclcasc of
318 Sovict POW’s. “The Sovicts
have similar post-capturc informa-
tion regarding their conflict,” Mr.
Van Aua said.

At a sccond mecting, the NVVC
met with retired Sovict Licutcnant

TOP LEVEL NEGOTIATIONS — Chatham resident Mike Van Atta (with

medals) shakes hands with Soviot Prime Minister Igor Belousoff. Attorney
J. Thomas Burch Is In the foroground. Members of the National Vietnam
Veterans Coalition recontly mot with Mr. Belousoff in the Kremlin to dis-
cuss the release of POWs from Vietnam. (Photo provided by M. Van Atta.)

Coloncl Gennadii Yurevich
Voropacv, who scrved as a military
advisor for scven years in Al-
ghanistan. The veterans presented
the samc cvidence given o the
Sovict Congress. As a result, the Lt.
Col. arranged for the group to mect
with threc Sovict gencrals in a
complex the cquivalent of the U.S.
Pentagon.

Later, the NVVC mct with the
generals, requesting that they take
the issuc to the political and
military levels of government, “We
gave them the samo information
and asked for their help,” Mr, Van
Aua said.

The group met with thiee Soviet
Coloncls who munned anti-nircralt
missile  sites in Notth Vietnam
during the conflict and other Sovict
velerans, During the mecting, new
information was disclosed. “l'ive
hundred Soviets per ycar were sent
to North Victnam (o fight against
the U.S. Last April, thc Sovicts
admitted for the first time that they
awarded 24 commendation medals
to Sovict advisors that shot down
Amcrican plancs,” Mr. Vun Alta
said.

With the knowledge that Soviet
involvement  lead 10 American
deaths, Mr. Van Atn's group was
able w put feclings aside 0 work
toward the release of those still
alive, “We all had the smme attitude
that the war is over, You can't
refight it. For me it was over 20)

ycars ago in 1969. Why go back
and arguc it again? We're not at
this time cnemics. In the Gulf now,
the Sovicts are almost with
Amcricans  shoulder-to-shoulder,”
he said.

Mr. Van Atta said that upon its
return to the states, the NVVC met
with Soviet Embassy officials in
Washington, D.C. He said embassy
officials invited the veterans to go
to the Soviet embassy in Laos to
investigate  American  POW's
believed to be held in that country.
The Soviets cxiended their invita-
tion to the veterans to include all of
their cmbassics worldwide provid-

ing thc Amcricans also work
toward the rclcase of Soviet
POW's.

Mr. Van Auta said that the United
Statcs government has maintained

the integrity of their agreement
with the Sovicts. “We've sent
pcople to meet with the

Mujahidecen and confirmed that
they’'rc willing to release Soviet
prisoncrs if the Soviets demonstrate
that thcy will obtain the release of
Amcrican prisoners,” he said. As
inroads arc made, Mr. Van Atta
keeps  himsclf apprised of the
progress. “The families of both
Amcrican and Soviet POW’s can
only hopc that help will be
forthcoming, and that their families
will be rcunited soon,” he con-
cludcd.




Local man goes on POW
“mission to Soviet Union

. Amcrican officials will meet

By JENNIE RUSSOMANDO

Lditor's Note: Last summer, the
Independent Press reported about
Chatham resident Mike Van Aua's
efforts to secure the release of
Prisoners of War (POW's) of the
Vietnam conflict. Mr. Van Atta and
other members of the National
Vietnam Veterans  Coalition
recently returned from a trip to the
Soviet Union, where they discussed
the POW -issue with top level
officials. The nature of the trip and
the inroads made will be addressed
in the Independent Press in a two-
part series.

CHATHAM — As Amcrican
troops contemplate a possiblc con-
frontation with Iraqi soldicrs, the
clfects of the Victnam conflict arc
still being felt by the loved oncs of
POW'’s. Chatham rcsident Mike
Van Atta, a member of the board of
dircctors of the National Vietnum
Veterans Conlitlon, along with nine
other membens ol the  group
wecently  avelled 10w Saviey
Union o meet with the Unlon ol
Afganistan Vetcrans 10 discusy
mutual aid in rosolving  baoth
countrics’ live prisoner issuo,

Mr. Van Aua and his group were
successful in negotinting an agreo-
mcent with the Sovict Congress lor n
prisoncr cxchange progriun. Under
the terms of the agrecment, Soviet
officials will mect  with the
Vietnamese to discuss the relcase of
73 Amecrican POW's, In cxchango,
with

.- the Mujahidcen, the group respon-
. sible for holding Sovict captives of
.- the Soviet-Afghanistan conflict, 10
.- negotiate the release of 318 Soviet

. POW’'s, '

> This t was reached fol-
. lowing six meetings during which
& Mr. Aua’s group presentcd
.. evidence of Soviet involvement in
.. prisoner captures during the
.. Vietnam, Korcan and World War 11

‘. conflicts to govemment, military
- and. Soviet Victnam Veicrans
. officials. “The first day we werc

. there,
© Supreme Soviet,” Mr. Van Atta

T~

we testified before the

said ;
He said they were the first

. civilian Americans to address the
;. congress, presenting post-capture

;. information. “A very specific event
;. took place aftcr World War II,

- Korea and Vietnam. A group of

Amcricans from each of thesc wars
disappearcd. Their disappearasice

wils unaer Soviet supervision,” Mr.
Van Atta s,

He said that alter cach conflict,
captured Americans met three fates.
Lither they were transferred into
the Sovict prison system, given to
the Chinese or executed. This in-
formation was contained in a CIA
declassified report on Vietnam.
“We knew of a very specific prison
in Vinh, North Victnam, where no
men made it out of the facility,”
Mr. Van Atta said, adding that a
Vietnamese defector provided that
information to the CIA.

The vetcruns group also presen-
ted evidence of Sovict involvement
in prisoner capturcs during the
Korcan War and World War I1. Mr.
Van Atta said that Air Force Lt
Colonel Dolk Simpson, a military
attacho in llong Kong in 1954,
debricled u train worker. The man
worked on a train” carrying 700
POW's 10 the Sovict Union follow-
ing thelr eapturo in Korca.

I wdditlon, Forelgn Service Dis-
patches Lo the State Departinent
ovided  evidemo  of - Soviet
de bttt ol Amicelonnn in Winkd
Wit 1L “ln 1999, the Russiuns
toleased 1liah prisoners who were
debrlofidd by tho Rl Cross, The
Pioners gave nnon of Amorlcang
captured i Workd War 11 who wore
s being held,” Mr, Yan Atta said.

Lo nivo sd 0o mateh book from
POW John Nable provided the

roup with additional ovidence, Mr.

oble wis tahen prisoner by the
Soviet i 1945; however, Sovict
olficinls deniod wny knowledge of
hin whereabouts, Mr, Van Aua said.
llo mid Mr. Noblo was abic o
smugglo n note, writticn on a match
book, to a Polish prisoner being
released. That information was con-
tained in a Foreign Service Dis-
patch dated Jan. 18, 1955, Mr. Van
Aua said.

Moreover, an Austrian eyewit-
ness reported seeing POW Captain
A.F. Hopkins in a Sovict prison cal-
led Vorcho Urnisk in Junc 19585,
Mr. Van Ata said, ndding that they
had ovidonco of 50 similiar cases.
Ho added that government docu-
ments, photographs, ncwspaper ar-
ticles and cycwitness accounts
comprisc the ¢ body of post-
capturc information
the Supreme Sovict.

Mr. Van Aua said “their congress
was shocked” when the veterans
group presented photographs of
grisoncu that appcarcd in the

ovicl  govornment - newspaper
Pravda, In 1966, ono ncwspaper

presented to

photo identified a pilot from the
Vietnamese conflict, Leo Hrdlicka,
in a Soviet prison facility. “We as-
ked them to solve these mysteries,” \
Mr. Van Atta said.

Editor’s note: Part Two of this
series will explore the nature and
outcome of the five remaining
meetings that took place between
the National Vietnam Veterans
Coalition and Soviet officials.




Dear Insiders, (ISSUE #23) January 1, 1991

(This information service, provides Bush appointees with
facts & proof that Vietnam and Laos still hold US Prisoners
in captivity, alive in their prison systems, in 1991.)

The SOVIET PRESS had access to Americans captured in Vietnam
1) Capt. James Grace was shot down over Laos on June 15,
1968 . His capture was shown as part of a Soviet propaganda
film on prisoners, showing Capt. Grace alive and under guard
in 1969. But, although the Soviet Press filmed him alive in
captivity, Capt. Grace was never released or accounted for.
What happened?

(See DIA unidentified photo UI#77, and photo published :n
"Kiss the Boys Goodbye" by Monika Jensen-Stevenson & Bill
- Stevenson.)

2) Ltc. David Hrdlicka was shot down over Laos and captured
on May 18, 1965. His capture was monitored by several U.S.
intelligence reports. Ltc. Hrdlicka was forced to make a
voice tape that was broadcasted over the radio. A picture of
Ltc. Hrdlicka was published in PROVDA, in August 1966,
showing him alive and under guard after capture. Ltc.
Hrdlicka was never released or accounted for. What happened?

(See the January 1987 film "MIA's-We Can Keep You Forever"
by BBC and Lionharted Productions and CIA file photo.)

3) Lt. David“M. Christian was shot down over North Vietnam
on June 2, 1965. The wreckage of his A4E aircraft was
located but there was no sign of Lt. Christian. In June 1965
PROVDA, discribed Christian, by the color of his eyes, the
pictures he was carring, and the contents of his pockets.
Surely, the Soviet Press had access to Lt. Christian, who
was never released or accounted for. What happened?

(See PROVDA 1965)

The Soviet Press had access to captured Americans who still
remain unaccounted-for. It appears that these Americans were
alive and in captivity baced upon the stories written in the
Soviet Press as well as photos published, that showed these
Americans as live captives. So, what happened to them?

The SOVIET PRESS has monitored the live POW movement.

A) On May 26, 1981 IZVESTIYA, a Moscow newspaper, reported
on a U.S. bandit raid into Laos. Banding the action as
"international terrorism" IZVESTIYA explained how the U.S.




had spy satellites and SR71 reconnaissance photographs of a
camp in Laos that showed indications that non-Asians were
held as prisoners. "Pentagon intelligence instructors armed
and trained the mercenaries" to go and look inside this pow
camp in Laos. Capt. Eugene "Red" McDaniel, a former POW who
was released by Hanoi in 1973, saw these photographs in
1981.

(See IZVESTIYA May 26, 1981 and the book "Kiss the Boys
Goodbye" by Monika Jensen-Stevenson & Bill Stevenson.)

B) After having been shown National Archive documents, that
MIA, Kelly Patterson (Red McDanials back seater) had
survived the shoot down and had been listed as "died while
captured" by the Department of Defense, Capt. McDaniel
rece.ved a visit at his offices at the American Defense
Institute in Washington, D.C. by Alexander Lutvi of Tass and
Vitalt Gau of Provda. (The Kelly Patterson family and Red
McDaniel were both told by the U.S. government that Kelly
Patterson died in the crash and not in captivity.) The
Soviets inquired about Kelly Patterson. Two weeks later, in
1986, Patterson's personal Identification card was turned
over to U.S. officials by Hanoi.

(See the book "Kiss the Boys Goodbye" by Monika
Jensen-Stevenson & BiLl Stevenson.)

C) Dmitri Barshevsky of Gorky Studio was questioned about
post-1973 footage of missing Americans and he stated that
"such film exists". All American POW's were to have been

released by the end of March 1973.

(See the book "Kiss the Boys Goodbye" by Monika
Jensen-Stevenson & Bill Stevenson.)

D) In July 1990, ten members of the National Vietnam Veteran
Coalition, were invited to the Soviet Union to discuss live
POW information. After leaving the United States, all of the
Americans cn the trip, had their homes contacted by Sean
Wood, with the Soviet news agency TASS, in New York, in what
appears to be an attempt to verify each home address. Wood
was only in the U.S. on a special assignment according to
the TASS Agency and has returned to the U.S.S.R.. TASS can
be contacted at (212)245-4250, 50 Rockefeller Plaza, N.Y.,
N.Y. 10020

The SOVIET PRESS can help locate information on missing -

Americans, from the Vietnam War.

Sincerely,

Michael Van Atta (201)701-0238
P. O. Box 302
Chatham, N.J. 07928



s )

John LeBoutillier

POST OFFICE BOX 230
OLD WESTBURY, NEW YORK 11568
TEL.# (516) 626-0831

February 1, 1991

Dear Brent,

You and the President soon will face a crucial
decision: what to do with Vietnam once the Cambodian agreement is
signed in Paris.

You do not want to be forced onto the wrong side of the
domestic politics of the POW/MIA issue.

If you reward Hanoi for their work on Cambodia, as Dick
Solomon is telling people, by normalizing relations or lifting
the trade embargo or exchanging charge’s d’affairs or agreeing to
international loans or anything else before the POW/MIA issue is
solved, the POW/MIA activists, family members and former POW’s
will haunt you for the rest of your political career. They will
haunt you because they feel that now, after the Nixon, Ford,
Carter, Reagan years, Hanoi is finally backed into a corner where
the POW issue must be solved. These activists will call you "the
man who sold out the POW’s" if Hanoi is allowed out of that
corner vwithout solving the POW/MIA issue. They will picket all
your public appearances; they will make your future political
life miserable.

Brent, the smart political move is to thank Hanoi for
their work on the Cambodian settlement but to remind Hanoi that
improved relations can come only after they have answered all the
questions about the POW/MIA’s in both Vietnam and Laos.

In other words, Brent, stay on the right side of this
emotional issue.

Also, if you weaken your stance on the POW/MIA’s in

Vietnam, Saddam Hussein will see that he can jerk your chain on
the POW’s he is now holding.

Sincerely,
T

John LeBoutillier






