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DEPLEDERS OF liAli hULG

[

(s 1Inkupov, Vi, [ Pravda,! 13 0ctodir 1965, Rvasiaa)

The life of \r‘u-t[..r.« se antinircr -t punncrs i
cult and dangerovs. “I( is e 1sier to calcvlate thne
havrs theon l‘u: numoer of ‘tives o cayivimeny: clinziy
tacir veanonsy thoy have to follot aporoaching fu
r‘i;-\;: Lt and engage. then. e clarmy siznal reésouls
tiesa day . -.ond :\wnct_‘;“us. even 12° tiries = at'ethei
ionsgx LShEt nov, for e:n: ple, agsbe tlery comnande
i N iuangit bag just oegun telling abdsub the late
Siiiriisies, tiord vas received Crom the obser'vation
that a grovp of Anerican fighters is anproachir ng Taant
Hoau'des

% Translotor's note: Tradnnliterstions of
surnames eand place names are at best only eppro

‘'c met the inen of ti oattery in ..a,'
Geve us miniature ni os of an Anericon
figoter, talkédn by soldi oh the remiins of .an
hey shot .do'in in the first engareriert &t the Hzan
: At that tivie the position of the butteryiyius n
from an eleoztiric powver station. 1o their veapons
iplaced in the rice fields, from which the bridge is
clearly visibole.
-
In all of Vietnam you w1ill not fird another
on vwhich Anerican aircrart heve dumped s many Yor
the Han ung Bridze. lt tras throun 1,) betieen Lo
anbove the dfvp Ririr Qiver at the city of Thanh loa.
rnot able to see it in thc fora in t"hich it was crea
man,  Only the footagze of a docu: mentary film and a
graph revealed its austere beauty,

I .viaited these nlaces for the first time scvera
onths ago. At that timc we had heard about the large
"Gy eirioraids on' the. Ham Fung B2idze, dbut covld not
negine all of the consequences of the Harbaric bam.
ALt the Ha. River ite vere infoérned thet e vould ¢
Liie other bank by ferry - tho oridge in3 danaged.
night sky vas bristling with stars ond the moon.

Rung, all we could see vere twisted ;!:‘-.nlr. and brid;
sopans collensed In the vater.....
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YL gCCAIC Ono o Lhe jitiw ey 4
.-‘-..r-iﬁ'.. From the firs -\ .-»H,u.. s e
wne Deniseratic lepudlic ol Vichtnun, Hloko-

dc1tro'cd oridzes have dcen $1rs
ol' Atericun neuspeners. Delense Lar
ks revesled such photocrophis to jourralis ts,
Gestrective povcr ard accurs ¢y or the Donbing
Y hlﬂ adiperal 8L 0000S: pronaticndists axe n"Pinb o
icreble effort to give neonlc thie inression thut
96 bridges are purely military te

Ire
fct

i

llo, T. S, aircraft are not vombing oridges in l'arth
Vietnon because they mizht carpy soldicrs., The Tnited
Stetea bas emberked on a course of destrorying the cntire
€conomic viability of the country and creating difit-ul-
ties for the indvstry and agricultire of the Dcnocr‘ tic
Nepdblic of Victnaon,
riam Rung Bridge is one of the lcrz_st in the Reoubdlic.,
1t vas put into operation in liay 196L. Hou heppy the
Vietnamese builders were then! They knew theo bridge wcs
necded in order to accelerato the developuent of the do-
"mestic economy; of the Republie. This bridge is the tar-
seb of the nost frequent ond pouerful striies oy U, 3.
circraft.

The ralds are planned caréfully. One dey U,.S. recon-
2 eircraflt wade scverel nosses a2t high &ltitude
bridge. Then they overilew the bridgze itsclf at
+ " Svddenly scorcs of bowmters attncl:ed Do-Len
fap froa Thenh Foa. “Antialpcraft surners shot
ce' chemydircrefiy but thJ vere*tnable to Dro-
brid;c. ore U.5, jet circrz ft attenpted to make
attock on Hanm Rung, but wss shot dov'n &nd
into the river banlc. Other aircraft annecred
he fighntera: They fleu in zZrouns of 12-15 plznes.
Lchelon zfter echelon approached for the attack. They
vere met with entiai-cr..ft fire. One sircraft burst into
flames, then 2 second, a third... But the attacl: did not
stop. It continued for five long hours.

€'s militia Crom the smcll hamlet of ilam-
avely 2lonsside tre soldiers. They fired
atrcraft with rifles and wnacnine guns
) vounded, carried cmuunition. ﬁrong the
nt Lridge defeénders vwcs a girl by the name of Nzuyen
""..5, about uhow ve heve already reuorted in the
ages of Pravda. (Recently Kpuyen Tuy Heng was a nember
of the Vietnamese dolegation in lgscow).

.
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o Tre atboek twiag renenicd the nend oy, acay airc
40, Caatineols anprosencs. “atterpting to silence ihe
entiaipevarlt oubiacrs, they chifted the thrust of Lheds int-
tac!i to the artillery positions.. For tio days, over GOC
boubs = varying in veizht frowm 250 ks Lo a ton each = epe
dropped on lan Runz. Fundreds or roclcts of varying zize
vere fired at the bridse ‘froa the ELXrcmaflts

I sz the bridge after these 1ratds,
vag brice'agein efteriard, - The peonlc ‘lere
for*the Lridge, desnite continuovs rAids. An
stavnen, bedly-vovnded soldier, they remaine
serving thei: Republic. ’

The antiaircralt cunr "rs had to constantly beat back
the attock. If Jou hove cver ocen in the tropiecs, ;ou
Jnou how onpressive the heat is dvring the day. It ‘s i
credivly dilficvlt for a mzn to trop): uvnder these con
The antiaircraft gunners had to beat back the athy
several hours on end. In the area vhere Junior L W
dyuen Kuang's battery vas fighting, over 200 bombs alone
Vere dropped. / : :

At one point the raids on the oricse almost i
Tnere were oily a feir attenpts by suell Ssrouvds. to atisck
it. Then the reconnaisgcnce aircraft wode frequent forays
over it. A necur massive atfaclk iwas lavriched ageinst the
datinged bridge. Once agaih bonbs fell and rockets e:x:-
ploded. ST

Secretary licl'amara hivgell =~ arriving
to South Vietnan - 2evsonally commanded
raids. on iicm Nung Bricdge. Awmericon news-.
rhotosraphs of a smiling leilesmara, wear-
ne headset aboard the aircraft carrier
IIDEI'CE: be had just pressed a catapult outton and
unched bombers on a routine raid against the Democratic
ilepublic of Vietnan. Seventeen U.S. aircraft laid a
coirse for Ham Rung. In or?-r to £ssure succecss, an
"RB-57" rceconnsiads bomber vas disnaiched to this

™

% |

tb be shot dow
n licutenant :colonsl commanding
cailed out and wes fished out of. the 1{a
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Itiver, iMere hoa‘r £:1lcn. The
craTticrashed ‘o lilometer frow t
can pilot wns tolien nrisoner in this
vailed ovt. . liesiins suspended injc ¢

licute ::."rfﬂ; on
Py o

I C S0

1y 3

Ld
The cttaclis on Iiam fvng continucd in Auzust and 3en-
tenber. £11 told, U.S, wzircraft boibed und strafed it
over L0 tines, dropping about 1520 boibz and fizing over
cu0 roc'g:u. ithin & padins of scveral dozed Nilowieicis
froiwi the oridge lie the rcwainzg of 13 U.S, 2ircrait chou
do:'i here. lMany air nirates crasned into the sen)

-i ;ngqgmcuc cotiredes snoi'ed me come intercsting
pahers. talicn” frous e rican orlghy;, n scnding pilois on
T=ids e .nan “the Dcnocratic NMepublic ~{ Vietnan, the
U.S. comniend senerously supplies them .4y 21l sorts of
refercnice material and othier items, ‘ro.ging frow ¢ ninic-
ture;, avtomatic radio wareceiver to cheviag rum and sleepin

tableots.

Take, for exwmaple, Lt. Dovid | . Christien's naper.;
‘3th full detzils concm:;:-fr‘.ﬂ the color of his hair an
eres, his heipght and wveight, blood type arnd cven prints
of the fincera of his left:and right hand.  His eileccls
21so containcd several cdollarz, ''est Cerazn marks 5% .d a
photonrarh of ‘a Thai girl (Cora), with a
ot the reversc side. Tt was dated: ..21 !

To be ‘on viith

the safe side, thr. lievtenant carricd
him 2 ohraso bool:, f

eu
in Vietnamese, Thai, Indonesien,
Chinecsé and rr'cnch (such geogranhy !). In-addition to
1‘c r_lso contains  politicel
the pagzes:

cuestions zbout hot weter,
aialosues, I shall read from one of

"How far are friendly partisans from licre? :Tere
are they? " Tell thew that they should se¢nd for me."
r bere is another cxanmple of the dialogue. which, in
Lon of the U.S. Defense Denartment, a dovned rilot
on uwith souie of the local inhabitants:
an:fericaniand do not speal your langudge. iy
compels me to ask you to give me food, shelter
ion from the Cowmunists."

Americcn pilots«<who are oringing death
the Vietn.mcse peoplo nevertheless wvant
In this connection I an reminded of

L

»

iction to
sotected."
encounter.
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baa henive were &t Thanly oz, noar thoicity
vchicle wind sovic MicSnrnese stancing
toti=-hicaded 1laa sat oo a berich vith his
sialazadsins s thc vehielay o IEaias an tnericen
trlicn nrilsoner - Centi Janes V. :Slochtiedll. Iic
cupturcd by peasants ol a snall Iishing village 32 !m
from Thanb Hoa. ililitiamen Le Don and Tuylong [oo3cure
spelling] cnd the hend of the household vhere ve stzyed -
Le Viet - _uvdre zuong thom.  Thej told vs in detcil hoi
they s.obttygthe porachute, hour the Aiericon ctteinited to
rcach tne 20 dbu:-t.l:cn fell into a trce at the ver; edge
of Lhe Throe-aireralt cirelcd him, cttempiing to
clear ¢n 2p nich Tor &\ helicopter. The fmerican pilot
cut the parichute cords jand fell fo the ground, breaking
his leg. The militiaien ricked bim up here. The doclors
ers’sted the American, bui the aircralt, circling the
villaze ventrauvay emptysnanded.

g

‘le told the fishemien what bhcd been written in tho
phrasc book for Americen pilots, hou they wish to &slk the

Nictnamege for protection against the Comnunists. The
people had 2 good, long leugh. fThen Le said:

: !
'Let not the ‘mericon aggressor search for Coinwnists
among us. ‘e have all becowme cefenders of our homielend.”

Side by side with Viotnamzesc soldisrs in the cefense
of lam Rung, ab their posts at tke Ban That Dam cnd in

the factoriecs et Vinh stcnd the entire Vietnamece pedple,
vwho cannot e, intimidated or subdued by any bombds.
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