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 Dhe life of Vietnamcse antiaircrzft gunners is 41Lfi-

cult and dangerous. It is eusier to calculate thc ouiet

- hours than the number of tiwmes a éay wnen, clinging to
their weapons, they have to follow approaching Lwerican
eircraflt and engage them. The alarm signal resounds 10
times a day - and sometimes even 12 times - at their nosi-
tions. Right now, for example, a5 bettery commander Ha

. Hyuven Xuang® hag just begun telling about the latest

skirmishes, word was received from the observation post

" that a group of American fighters is approaching Thanh
_I'IOQ.-... :

. 3% Translator's note: Transliterations of Vietnamese -
° surnames and place names are. at best only epproximations.. .

e met the men of this battery in May. At that time L4MM-':
they gave us miniature photos of an American "F-101" O O
fignter, talkén by soldiers on the remains of an aircraft
they shot down in the first engagemert at the Ham Rung
Bridge. At that time the position of the battery was not
far from an electric power station. MNow their weapons are
" emplaced in the rice fields, from which the bridge is
clearly visible. :

In a1l of Vietnam you will not find another target
on which American aircraft have dumped as many bomos as on
the Ham Rung Bridge. It was throvmn up between two mountains
above the deep e River at the city of Thanh Hoa. 1 was i
. ‘not able to see it in the form in which. it was created by
- man. Only the footage of a documentary film and a photo-
" . graph revealed its austere beauty. : g

: I visited these places for the first time several
months ago. At that time we had heard about the large
"T.S. eir raids on the Hem Rung Bridge, but could not _ :
imegine all of the .consequences of the barbaric bombings.
. At the Ia River: We were informed that we would ¢SS to
:- the other bank by ferry - the bridge Wzs dasmaged. The.
~ . night sky vas bristling with stars and the moon. At Ham
Rung, all we could see were twisted girders and bridge
spans collepsed in the water.eeee ' -
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The atback was repeated the next dey. IEncay aircraft
wmade continuous approzches. Atteuwnting to silence the
entiaircraft punners, they shifted the thrust of their
tacl: to the artillery pOQlLlOHS- For two days, over 8OO
boubs - varying in weight from ?50 kg o a ton each - were
dropped on Ham Rung. Hundreds of rockets of varying size

- were fired at the bridge from the sircraft.

L
g

I szw the bridge after these raids. I passed that
ray tuice agein afterward. The people were still fighting
for the bridge, desnite continvous raids nnd, like the
staunch, ohdly-wovndod soldieor, thej rEﬂalneu in the ranks,
serving their Republic.

THe antiaircraft Gunr rs had to cansiantl; ‘beat back

the attack. If jou have cver been in the tropics, Fou
- know ‘how oppr3851ve the heat is dvring the day. It is in-
credibly difficult for a man to work under these conditions.
. The antiaircraft gunners had to beat bzack the attacl: for
several hours on end. In the area where Junior Lt. Ha

' Hyuen Kuang's battery was fighting, over 200 bombs alone-
vere dropped. _ / ‘

At one point the raids on the bridge almost stopned.
There were only a few attempts by swall grounds to atisack
it. Then the reconnaissance aircraift —wade frequent Torays
over it. A new massive. attack was launched against the
damaged bridge. Once again bombs fell and rockets ex-
ploded.

U. S, Defense Secretary liclleamara himselfl -'arriving
on a special visit to South Vietnam - personally comm&nded
one of the major raids on Ham Rung Bridge. &herlchn news-
papers published photographs of a snilin" HCfanhra, vear—.
ing an interphone headset aboard the alrcraft carrier _
INDEPEHDENCE: he had just pressed a catapult obutton and
~launched bombers on a routine raid against the Democratic.
. Republic of Vietnamn. Seventeen U.S. aircraft laid a

course for Ham Rung. In orizr to cssure success, an
"RB-57" rcconnzissance bomber was dispatched to this area,
followved by a pilotless reconnaissance plane.

The Americen pilots did not have easy sailing. They-
had to pay dearly for this raid. Vietnamese antiazircraft
grnners shot down four aircraft, including the pilotl.ess
reconnaissance plane. One of the firs% to be shot do¥n

.was that of the American lieutenant colonel commanding
the raid. He bailed out and was fished out of the Ma
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J River, uhere'he§3£d fzllen. The lieutcnan;alolonel's 2Ap-.
" epaft crashed a liilomcter frowm the bricdse. 4nothor ifmeri-
can pilot was talien nrisoner in this bottle. Ke 2l3)
bailed ovt. Ile vias suspecnded in o coconut palu.

’

The attaclks on Hawm Rung continued in Auvgvrst and Sch-
tember. All told, U.S. siperaft bombed and strafed i%v
over L0 times, dropping about 1590 boibs and firing over

000 rockets. 'ithin a radius of scveral dozen liilometcrs
frow: the oridge lie the remains of 13 U.S. aircrals chot
dowir here. Many air pirates crashed into thec sea.

-

14y Vietnomese comrades showwed me Sowe integgﬁf&zj_
papers talken frou ‘ericen niloLs, 1o SEndling PDilOotTS on .
zids against the Derocratic Republic of Vietnas, the
U.S. command generously supplies them with 211 sorts of
reference material and other 1ltews, ranging frow a ninla-
ture, avtomatic radio receiver to chewring guw and sleening
tablets. -

Take, for example, Lb. Dsvid M. Christian's paper:; Rofine OOF

‘.-4&h full details concerning the color of bis halr an 4504 62

y

o .f.'-,‘ .1 | "."

eves, his heipght and weight, blood type and even prints /90w 1055¢E

of the fingers of bhis left and right hand. Eis effects 4-¢
a1do contained several dollars, vest CGerman marks and &
photogranh of a Thal girl (Cora), with a Bangkok zaddress
on the reversc side. It was dated: 21 April 1S65.
. -1

To be on the safe side, the 1jevtenant -carried vith
him a2 ohrase boolr, in Vietnamese, Thai, Indonesian,
Chincse and French (such geography!). . In addition %o
_ cuestions about hot water, it also contains political
. dialogues. I shall read from one of the pages:

g "gow far are friendly partisens from here? ihere :
. ape they? Tell thewm that they should send for me." g

Or here is another example of the dialogue which, in
the opinion of the U.S. Defense Department, a downed pilot -
'should carry on with some of the local inhabitants: :

: "I am on fAmerican and do not speak your langucge. K
misfortune compels me to ask you to give me food, shelter
and protection from the Coumunists.” -

Don't you see, Americen pilots who are vringing death
and destruction to the Vietnzmese people nevertheless want
to be "protected." In this connection I am reminded of
another encounter. ;

L
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~--ajinst the vehiclce.

gere ot Thanb Zlo2, near the Cilj
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an fnerictn
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Loti-hcaded 1ca sat on
T vis

bro: lecning &5
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from Thanh Hoa.
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his leg. The
assisted the
village went

‘Je told the fisheruen
for American pilots,
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good, long lavghe.
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HMilitiamen Le Dan and Tuylong [odscurc
the head of the household uvhere e stayed -
them. They told ve in detoil how
hoir the Arierican atteripted to
bt then fell into a tree atb the very €dge
Thrce aircraft circlcd him, attempting ©vo
helicopter. The American pilot
and fell to the ground, breaking
up here. The doctors

militiawen ricked him
circling the

bui the aircraf®,

what héad been written in the
how they wish to ask the
The
Then Le said:
o '
American aggressor search for Communists

the
homeland."

have all becowse defenders of our

side with Victnawese soldizws in the gefense
at their posts ot the Ban That Dem and in
et Vinb stend the entire'Vietnamese-people,

intimidated oT gubdued by any bombs...
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